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Health 

Class Expectations

Fall Semester 2014-15

Materials needed for class:

· Agenda/Planner to record homework assignments

· 2 inch ring binder

· loose-leaf paper 
· highlighter
· writing instrument

· 100 3x5 index cards
*Students who have difficulty obtaining these materials should speak to me as soon as possible.

Goals of Health Class

By the end of this course successful students will have learned:

· To actively interpret health information and concepts

· To set goals, assess risks, and demonstrate behaviors that protect and enhance their health

· To use their knowledge and skills to contribute to the health of their peers, school, families, and community

To be successful in class students must act in an age appropriate manner demonstrating tolerance and respect for themselves and each other, actively participate in class discussion, and complete all assignments with academic integrity. 

Classroom Exemption

Beginning with the 1997-98 school year General Laws Chapter 71, Section 32A gives parents the opportunity to review and exempt their teen from individual classes where human sexual education or human sexuality issues are taught.  If parents/guardians request their student be exempt from the sexuality portions of Health class, they must sign and return the permission form indicating so to Mr. Lucas, Principal.  Students who are exempt will be given an alternative assignment of equal value.  If at any time during class discussion or class activities a student feels uncomfortable, for whatever reason, speak to me immediately so that we can take action.

Textbooks
Students will NOT be assigned individual textbooks.  However, students will have to pay to replace any lost or damaged textbooks they remove from the classroom.  Replacement cost for the Glencoe Health textbook is $80.00.   

Grading System

Description







Value





Class preparation/participation/Homework



25%

Binder/Class work






25%

Weekly Comprehension checks





25%

Unit Exams







25%

Semester Grade = 4(Quarter 1 grade) + 4(Quarter 2 grade) + 2(Final Exam grade) 

Class Preparation/Participation/Homework (25%)
Preparation for and participation in class are essential to student learning.  First, students are expected to come to class prepared with a writing instrument, highlighter, and their Binder (containing all notes/handouts etc. from previous Health classes).  Students will be routinely graded on both class preparation and participation.   Failure to come to class prepared or failure to complete activities/assignments during class time will result in the loss of participation credit for that day.  “Loss of credit” slips will be issued to students when they lose credit for the day.  Mandatory Help Session may be assigned to allow the student to take notes or complete assignments not done during class.  Parents will be notified if the behavior continues.  Homework will be assigned, but infrequently.  In addition to assigned homework, if a student does not utilize class time wisely, she/he will be required to finish it at home.   
Binder/Class work (25%)
Students are expected to keep an organized Binder.  Notes taken during class lecture, handouts, weekly comprehension checks, and exams should be kept and filed in the binder.  Binders will be checked and graded regularly.  Students earning a Binder Check grade of 70% or below MAY be assigned a Mandatory Help Session to complete missing work or improve organization.  

The purpose of the Binder is to:

1) Encourage organization

2) Ensure that students maintain materials necessary to study for unit exams

3) Verify that completed work has been submitted to Mrs. Breuer and graded

4) Study for the cumulative Final Exam

At the end of the semester, work from the entire semester will be graded in a Final Binder Check  

Students are expected to complete class activities correctly, to the best of their ability, and in a timely manner.  Class activities will be graded using a class participation rubric.  Students are encouraged to view the rubric regularly to ensure that they are doing work that will earn them the most points.  Failure to complete class activities as directed will result in loss of points.  
Weekly Comprehension Checks (25%)
Students will be assigned in class reading and in class activities on a regular basis.  Weekly comprehension checks are conducted to assess reading comprehension and/or understanding of concepts taught during class.  Students who have difficulty understanding the readings or concepts taught in class will be assigned a Mandatory Help Session.  Mandatory Help Sessions are NOT punitive but rather are designed to provide extra one-on-one attention to the student.  Weekly Comprehension Checks will be given in class.  Students absent on that particular day will receive a “0” for the comprehension check until they stay after to complete the assessment.  Students have until the next Help Session to make up any late work.  Assignments submitted more than one week late will not be accepted.  Acceptance of late assignments due to medical reasons will be considered on a case-by-case basis.  
Unit Exams (25%)
Unit Exams will be administered at the end of each unit and are announced in advance.  Exams are given to assess understanding of facts and concepts taught during class.  Students who earn a poor grade on an exam have the option to request a make up.  Make up Exam Request Forms are available from Mrs. Breuer.  ALL make up exams MUST be done at the next Help Session.  Students who earn a D or an F on an exam are required to attend a Mandatory Help Session to review their exam with the Mrs. Breuer and discuss options to improve testing/their grade.  Students who are unable to stay after must bring a note from a parent/guardian indicating that they have seen the D/F exam AND that their student is unable to stay for extra help.
